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Revised Instructions for the 2020-21 Application - August 1, 2020

The Common Application website (commonapp.org) launched the new application for 2020-21 on August 1.
The site usually lists the testing requirements and application deadlines for each college. This year, it
appears that the testing requirements have not yet been updated.

General Instructions:

e Create an account on the website. Decide if you want colleges to contact you while you are working
on your application. Enter your data on the application and save it.

e Send us your username and password so we can review your work online.
e You can Preview each application page as you work on the application.

e There is only one long essay for all colleges. The limitis 650 words.

NEW FOR 2020-21

o The Activities section allows for expanded descriptions, and has separate lines for the
name of the activity and your role/position in that activity.

e The optional COVID-19 section allows for a 250 word description of your personal
circumstances during the pandemic. Please refer to the COVID-19 FAQ for instructions.

o The list of deadlines and testing requirements DOES NOT reflect some of the recent
changes due to COVID-19. Rely on each colleges website for updated information.

After August 1:

e Ifyou created an account before August 1, follow the instructions on the Common App site
to roll over your application for 2020-2021.

e (IMPORTANT) Enter your list of colleges, answer their questions to reveal any extra essays. (Some
colleges place extra essays in the College Question area instead of separate Supplement.)

o After you finish the Common Application, answer all the questions for one college. Then press
Submit/Review to create a .pdf copy. Review that copy carefully.

o Check the writing supplements for the schools that interest you. You must complete the general
college questions to see all the supplement questions. Start work on the supplement/essays after
you have finished the Common Application. Send those essays for us to review. Please send the
prompts along with your answers. Check character or word limits carefully. (Some supplements
will be updated later).

e Ifany of your schools use the Courses and Grades, Self-Reported Transcript, you only have to create
it once. It will be available for all other schools that request it.

e Testscores: You can still list Subject Test and AP scores even if any of your colleges is test optional
or you are not submitting SAT/ACT scores.

e Recommendations: There may be slots for up to 3 teacher recommendations and 2 non teacher recs,
like coaches, intern mentors, etc. Carefully consider which additional recommendations you should
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send. If your school uses Naviance, follow the instructions from your school counselor on
nominating recommenders.

e The Common Application also has Early Decision agreements online.

e C(reative supplement submission will vary by college. Check each school’s requirements if you are
sending creative materials.

e Ifyou encounter any technical issues, contact the Common App tech support directly by email. Let us
know if you have any difficulty resolving your questions.

e You can edit your Common Application even after you send it to your first college. You can change
majors, and test scores, etc. We recommend using the same main essay for all colleges.
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